
Lewis Carroll ‘Many a day we row together on that quiet stream, the three little maidens, Duckworth 
and I – and many a fairy tale had been told for their benefit. Yet none of these many 
tales got written: they lived and died, summer midges, each in its golden afternoon, 
until there came a day when one of the listeners begged that the tale be written out for 
her…’ 

Alice Oh, how I wish I could get out of this dark hall, and wonder about among those beds 
of bright flowers and those of cool fountains, but I cant even get my head through the 
doorway, and even if my head would go though, it would be of very little use without 
my shoulders. (Sighs) if only I could find my way! 

Mouse Not like cats! Would you like cats if you were I? Nasty, low, vulgar things! Don’t let 
me hear any more about them again! Cats! Dogs! ‘Nice little things?!’  let’s swim to 
the shore, and then I’ll tell you my history. Then you’ll understand why it is that I hate 
cats and dogs.

Lorry Must we listen to his story again? Speak English! I don’t even know the meaning of 
half those long words, and what’s more, I don’t believe that you do either. What a pity 
I wouldn’t stay! And who is Dinah anyway, if I might venture to ask the question 
anyways. 

Dodo I was going to say that the best thing to get us dry would be a caucus race. The best 
way to explain it is to actually do it. Here is the racecourse – the exact shape doesn’t 
matter. Stand where you like, begin to run when you like and leave off when you like. 

White Rabbit The duchess! The duchess! Oh my dear paws! Oh, my fur and wiakers! She’ll get me 
executed; as sure as ferrets are ferrets! Where can I have dropped them, I wonder? 
Why, Mary Ann? What are you doing out here? Run home this moment and fetch me a 
pair of gloves and a fan! Quick! Now! 

Caterpillar What do you mean by that? Explain yourself? I don’t see…

Duchess It’s a Cheshire cat, and that’s why. They can grin, most of them do. You don’t have to 
know much and that’s a fact, if everybody minded his or her own business the world 
would go round a great deal faster than it does. Talking of axes, chop of her head! 

Cheshire cat That depends a good deal on where you want to get to. If you don’t really care that 
much then it really doesn’t matter which way you go. In that direction, lives the Hatter 
and in that direction lives a march hare. Visit either you like they are both mad. And 
you can’t help that, we’re all mad here. I’m mad, you’re mad. 

Fish/frog Footman The queen has invited the duchess to play, along with the other a game of croquet. The 
duchess will gladly receive from the queen and invite you to join her for games on the 
green. 

March Hare Have some wine. Alice it wasn’t very civil of you to sit down without being invited. 
Why is a raven like a writing desk? Do you think you could fin the answer to it? If 
you can then you should say what you mean! You might as well say ‘I like what I get’ 
is the same as ‘ I get what I like’. 



Mad Hatter No room! No room! There isn’t any room! Alice, do you know that your hair needs 
cutting! Why is a raven like a writing desk? Did you know that when you say ‘ I eat 
what I see’ Is the same as ‘ I see what I eat’. 

Dormouse A riddle, a riddle, tell him, do tell him! He’ll have to tell you! He’s as mad as a 
hatter….the middle! the middle! Yes we remember! But he never listens…

Two, five, seven of 
hearts

Look out now, five! Don’t go splashing paint all over me like that! (pause) that’s right 
always lay the blame on others. You’d better not talk, I heard the queen say only 
yesterday that you deserve to be beheaded. I bet you don’t know what for, well it was 
for bringing the cook tulip roots. 

Knave of hearts

‘’Make way for the king of hearts!’’ their heads are gone if it please your majesty… 

Queen of hearts Its such a lovely day for playing croquet, show me a better way to spend your time. 
Really I have to say that life is ok, out on the lawn today, its just divine.  Ive been 
practicing with my flamingo, its not an easy thing to keep in line. I am delighted with 
the way my swing goes. 

King of hearts I don’t like the look of it all. However it may kiss my hand if it likes. Don’t be 
impertinent, and don’t look at me like that! It must be removed my dear, I wish you 
would have this cat removed. I’ll fetch the executioner myself shall I? 

Mock turtle I’ll tell it to her. Sit down both of you. Once, I was a real turtle. When we were little 
we went to school in the sea. The master was an old turtle – we used to call him 
tortoise. We called him tortoise because he taught us! We went to see in the school. 
We had the best of educations – infact we went to school everyday! 

Gryphon if you listen then I’ll explain, you’ll see that it’s a delightful game, clear the jelly fish 
out of the way and then we can begin again.  Find a lobster and take his hand, dance 
together along the sand, change your partners and turn around, then do it all again. 


